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Cambridge Stage 13, 14
Conjugations: sum, possum, volō, nōlō

Complementary Infinitive

Present ‘to be’ ‘can’
S 1 “I” sum “I am” possum “I can/ am able”

2 “you (s.)” es “you (s.) are” potes “you (s.) can …”
3 “he/she/it” est “he …is” potest “he … can/ is able”

P 1 “we” sumus “we are” possumus “we can/ are able”
2 “you (pl.)” estis “you (pl.) are” potestis “you (pl.) can …”
3 “they” sunt “they are” possunt “they can/ are able”

Imperfect ‘to be’ ‘can’
S 1 “I” eram “I was” poteram “I could/was able”

s 2 “you (s.)” erās “you (s.) were” poterās “you (s.) could …”
3 “he/she/it” erat “he … was” poterat “he … could/ was able”

P 1 “we” erāmus “we were” poterāmus “we could/ were able”
2 “you (pl.)” erātis “you (pl.) were” poterātis “you (pl.) could”
3 “they” erant “they were” poterant “they could/ were able”

Present ‘to want’ ‘not to want’
S 1 “I” volō “I want” nōlō “I do not want”

2 “you (s.)” vīs “you (s.) want” nōn vīs “you do not want”
3 “he/she/it” vult “he … wants” nōn vult “he … does not want”

P 1 “we” volumus “we want” nōlumus “we do not want”
2 “you (pl.)” vultis “you (pl.) want” nōn vultis “you do not want”
3 “they” volunt “they want” nōlunt “they do not want”

Imperfect ‘to want’ ‘not to want’
S 1 “I” volēbam “I wanted” nolēbam “I did not want”

2 “you (s.)” volēbās “you (s.) wanted” nolēbās “you (s.) did not want”
3 “he/she/it” volēbat “he … wanted” nolēbat “he … did not want”

P 1 “we” volēbāmus “we wanted” nolēbāmus “we did not want”
2 “you (pl.)” volēbātis “you (pl.) wanted” nolēbātis “you did not want”
3 “they” volēbant “they wanted” nolēbant “they did not want”
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Learn the following material:
(a) The meaning and conjugation of the present and imperfect tenses of the following verbs:

possum (irreg.): can, am able … sum (irreg.): am/is/are, etc.
volō (irreg.): want nōlō (irreg.): not want

(b) The present infinitives (underlined) of the following verbs:

audiō, audīre (4): to hear portō, portāre (1): to carry
dō, dare (1): to give rīdeō, rīdēre (2): to laugh
dormiō, dormīre (4): to sleep scrībō, scrībere (3): to write
dūcō, dūcere (3): to lead videō, vidēre (2): to see

(c) The use of the negative adverb nōn, ‘not’, with these verbs.

Translate into English. 

1.  audīre nōn poterāmus: ____________________________________

2. nōn potestis portāre: ____________________________________

3. volēbat scrībere: ____________________________________

4.  erāmus: ____________________________________

5. nōn vīs dormīre: ____________________________________

6.  rīdēre vult: ____________________________________

7. dūcere non poterāmus: ____________________________________

8. portāre nōn possum: ____________________________________

9.  estis: ____________________________________

10. poterat rīdēre: ____________________________________

11.  audīre nōlēbātis: ____________________________________

12. erāmus: ____________________________________

13.  scrībere nōn poterant: ____________________________________

14. nōlunt dare: ____________________________________

15. dormīre nōn possum: ____________________________________

16.  rīdēre nōn vīs: ____________________________________

17. dūcere nōn possumus: ____________________________________

18.  nōlēbās vidēre: ____________________________________
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Translate into Latin. 

1.  We could not hear: ____________________________________

2. you (pl.) cannot sleep: ____________________________________

3. they want to write: ____________________________________

4.  you (s.) were: ____________________________________

5. you (pl.) do not want to see: ____________________________________

6.  she wants to give: ____________________________________

7. we could not sleep: ____________________________________

8. I could not carry: ____________________________________

9.  we can: ____________________________________

10. they were able to write: ____________________________________

11.  she did not want to listen: ____________________________________

12. I was: ____________________________________

13.  they could not: ____________________________________

14. he does not want to give: ____________________________________

15. you (s.) can lead: ____________________________________

16.  you (pl.) do not want to laugh: ____________________________________

17. we were: ____________________________________

18.  I did not want to see: ____________________________________

19.  he wants to sleep: ____________________________________

20. they did not want to write: ____________________________________

21. you (pl.) can lead: ____________________________________

22.  we were: ____________________________________

23. they do not want to give: ____________________________________

24.  you (s.) could laugh: ____________________________________

25. we cannot hear: ____________________________________

26. I was able to see: ____________________________________

3


